[Role of human behavior and the environment in the prevention of cancer].
Cancer is one of the main health issues for the French population. The importance of this burden can be measured through mortality and morbidity rates. Because of the still limited success of therapy, prevention should be the main concern. In theory prevention could avoid 50-80% of new cases. Efficiency of prevention depends, on the one hand, on the identification of risk factors and on estimation of their attributable rate and, on the other hand, on the possibility of controlling the exposure to these factors. Because the greatest risk is due to behavioural factors (smoking, alcohol consumption, diet, etc.), suppression of exposure to these factors depends mainly on individual will. But these individual decisions can be supported by an active preventive policy based on health education and on research in the fields of communication and behavioural determinants.